
Using Google and Wikipedia more effectively and appropriately 

           

Google is great for some things, but not so much for others.  

Consider these tips for using Google the right way.  Google is great at..  

✓ Getting info on new or cutting-edge topics. 

✓ Obtaining documents & reports from government agencies, companies, & educational institutions. 

✓ Accessing open access online journals.  

Google is not so great at…  

➢ Finding peer reviewed sources  

➢ Finding sources that use quality evidence  

Understand Rankings. Google rankings are determined by: 

   Number of links to site.   User time spent on site.  Social media prominence.  

Therefore, Google values reputation over truth 

Try Advanced Google/ Google Scholar 

Google Scholar is great at..  

✓ Identifying top publications in your field. 

✓ Expanding your search outside of subject specific databases. 

✓ Accessing scholarly information if you are not affiliated with an academic institution. 

 Google Scholar is not so great at… Finding specialized sources particular to a certain field. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                

DO 
Find background information 
Entries embedded links can be used to generate ideas and learn the 
terminology associated with your topic 
 
Generate Search Terms 
Take a look at the embedded links, bolded words or table of contents. They can 
help generate search terms to use for searching in library databases.  
 
Look at the Bibliography 
The bottom of the page should list the sources used to compile the entry. They 
can point you to other resources (sometimes scholarly) on the topic 



Better Ways to Search 

 

 

 


